
 Highlights of September 23, 2014, Gibbons Building Committee Meeting 

 Committee members present included, Chairman, Stephen Doret, Jack Foley, Jim Tepper, Peter Collins, 
Peter O’Neil, Gordon Richardson, Amber Bock, Jon Green, Habeeb representative, Steven Habeeb, 
Charles Flagg, James Pongsa. 

This is a working meeting in terms of Schematic Design, the core project, and to determine the 
estimated value of the project.  Realistic numbers need to be ready for the March Town Meeting.  The 
statement of interest submitted to MSBA was reviewed. The air conditioning suggested by MSBA for the 
possible extension of the school year,  probably would be reimbursable.   

Questions arose as to how the original budget was established since it is less than $100/sq.ft.  It was 
developed by the administration and facilities departments and proposals received. It should include 
fields and transportation.  The Field House would most likely not be reimbursable. An estimate of 
$250/sq.ft. will put the project in the ballpark.  In preparing for the March Town Meeting, it should be 
determined what is in and what is out; what is not being put forth, and what is not covered by 
reimbursement.  

Committee members discussed the technology area and what is feasible to accommodate the STEM 
focus.  MSBA allows $1200 per student for technology and $1200 per student for furniture. It needs to 
be defined just what MSBA will approve in terms of technology and furniture.  The computer area needs 
to be flexible.  Of some concern is the number of expected students, 620, and the figure of 550 that 
MSBA is using.   

All SPED classrooms cannot be in the same area, but imbedded in the educational area.  The metal shop 
and kitchen are considered a demo. The sewing room will become a theater and art storage area.  The 
auditorium is scheduled for new acoustics, lighting and refurbished seating. A lift will be added in the 
stage area. The $990,000 ADA compliance is bumping up the costs.  A request was made for the cost of 
new seating.  Rest rooms will be made accessible from the exterior and interior of the gym.  A 6 foot 
wide access will be left in the connecting corridor.  The Field House needs a new roof and renovation 
which will be handled in-house.  A new electrical panel is needed. The old one has asbestos wiring.  

The 1956 portion of the building needs all new wiring, lighting, panels and receptacles to support 
technology and new fire alarm system. Area of showers in gym needs to be checked out. $611,500 has 
been projected for outside improvements, which is below the 8% of building cost allowed by MSBA.  The 
soccer field as well as irrigation and drainage were discussed as well as a road around the back of the 
school.  One retaining wall is needed.  

 


